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I hope this paper will provoke you, will move you, will make you
refuse to have Zapatista blood on your hands.
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I am making a call to action in hopes that each of you will be will-
ing to do something for the Zapatistas, that each of you will reject the idea
that the death of these communities is necessary to sustain the priviledge
and power of the multi-nationals.

There are some basic demands that we need you to fight for;

a foreign language but against the language of money...today we say that
that foreign vocation which sits, without reason or right, in the large chair
of the government, must be expelled by the shame and the curse of all the
good peoples of this land.

We have heard the doublespeak of the powerful: where he says
peace, he makes war. Where he says life, he gives death. Where he says
respect, he decrees degredation. Where he says truth, only lies walk.

Teday our sorrow tums to seek a place in your hearts. Oﬁr
thoughts ask little, only that you no longer hold back your desire to find

. that lost. dignity. We only ask that a small piece of your heart be Zapatista.

That it never sell out. That it never surrender. That it resist. That you con-
tinue, in your places and with your means, to struggle forever so that dig-
nity and not poverty, be the harvest in all the comers of our nation.”

| ask that a small piece of your heart be Zapatista so that human
dignity is the harvest in all corners of the globe.

[Adapted from a speech to the Native Forest Network presented on
November 1 |, 1994, Missoula, Montana, USA]

The struggle of the Zapatistas runs clearly and directly against e
policies of Neo-liberalism. Neo-liberalism is a set of global economics re-
hashed in the 70's by:Milton Friedman, the University of Chicago, and
Friedrich Von Hayec and are not well-known to North Americans as such, |
want to describe them to you, because | am sure each of you will recognize
them, once | do that.

Neo-liberalism states that economic crises or problems, are the
fault of government intervention in the economy. Its fundamental principle
is “economic liberty”. What does this mean? It means that an economy
must be free of impediments in order to operate. It therefore views things
like social programs and regulations as impediments (In fact in GATT it calls
them “barriers to the free flow of trade and capital”) and so requires the
elimination of social security programs, government housing programs,
minimum wage laws, envircnmental protection laws, labor legislation

T0O: Those who hope, to those who haven't given up the struggle, to
honest people of good consclence and soclal commblment,

FROM: Ceclila Rodriguez, Coordinator of the National Commission for

..Democracy In Mexico, USA

DATE: On the occaslon of November 20th; the 84th anniversary of the

. Mexlcan Revolution, and November 17th, the 1ith anniversary of the.

Ejercito Zapatista de Liberaclon Naclonal, on the week of the launching
of the National Campalgn for Peace and Democracy in Mexico

. | bring you greetings from the front; from the. war zone where two

woilds clash, once again much as they did 502 years ago. On one side are

the “disposabie” communities, those which the huge multinationals have
crossed off as unnecessary because they do not consume, they do not pro-
duce, they do not fit into the scheme which they have designed for human-
ity. | bring you greetings from “those who were chosen by God to be poor”
as the feudal landlords of Chiapas call them, from the “transgressors of the
law, the criminals” as the Mesxican Army calls them. | bring you greetings
from the Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional, an indigenous army
based In the mountains of the Selva Lacandona of southeastern Chiapas
which declared war on the Mexican government on January 1 of 1994.

| share with you the spirits of the original people of this continent
so that the memories of their dead, and the dying and those who have cho-
sen to die in order to live with the Zapatista Army, echo in your minds and
in your hearts,

When | first began to prepare this | did not know where to begin.
| could tell you that NAFTA put an end to Article 27 in the Mexican
Constitution which put an end to land rights for peasants and indigenous
communities. [ could tell you that from 1981 to 1989, 2,444,700 cubic
meters of precious woods, conifers, and tropical trees were taken from the
state of Chiapas, and that in 1988, the exploitation of the forest produced

almost $8 mlihon in profit, six thousand percent more than in 1980. | am
te ~ndianca can more easily read these facts and that
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will nurture and support are “democracies of the free market”; futile exer-
cises, because the real political power and decision-making occurs In board
rooms, and is carried out by faceless technocrats who are accountable to
and elected by no one.

What kind of democracy does nec-liberalism offer the people of Mexico?
Government by the PRI, an unreasonable force, a force riddied with corrup-
tion, infiltrated and dominated by drug traffickers and profiteers who ciear-
ly declare that their rule has endured for 66 years and that they intend to
hold onto power forever. It is a force which has preserved semi-feudal ruie
in rural Mexico, which is filled with the arrogance manifest in the inordinate
manipulation of the August elections. It is a force which for years and years
has murdered, tortured, disappeared any human being who has the audac-
ity to oppose its rule. Is it normal to accept the necessity of negotiations
with thieves and murderers and drug traffickers? To accept the rules of their
game? What can possibly resuit from such 2 negoiiation, where a force
which has thrived outside any basic premise of human decency for decades
is given the privilege, purely by historical habit, of establishing the ground
rules?

There can be no negotiations with such a force. Such a force will
destroy and subdue whatever is In its way; it will never accept less. It will
do everything In its power to destroy any shrad of democratic opposition.

It is nec-liberalism which the Zapatistas are fighting against, in the
midst of progressive forces which are unable to identify their enemy, and
the failures of rigid Marxist dogma, and this is the global significance of their
struggle, this therefore makes their front line your front line as well.

Some have called the Zapatista project “crazy, desperate, impossi-
ble, suicidal, idealistic.” 1 want to mark for you now, the history of the
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The Zapatistas want a very different future for Mexico. They strug-
gle for land, jobs, housing, health, education, food and nutrition, indepen-
dence, democracy, liberty, justice, peace. They insist that the right of every
human being on earth to have these things is not a utopian dream, as many
of us have come to believe, but indeed the essence of our humanity, that
to accept less than this is to have lost ourselves. In the face of profound Gyn-
icisTr, when the immense faiiures of socialism and the rhetoric of the left has
lost its meaning, the Zapatistas are about to give their lives, so that ali of us
may know hope again, so that we may all understand that we cannot aban-
don hope because of human fallacies, that we must rise to the call of a

struggle for human dignity, that we must struggle not just to survive, but to
e e ——————

live.
—_

From the armchairs of passivity, the American electorate seeks to
define democracy as something which some individual politiclan Is respon-
sible for. In a country in which it takes 10 to 20 milllon dollars to elect a
senator, in which 40% or less of the population vote, in which liars like
Oliver North and hate-mongers like David Duke and jesse Helms, hold
public sway; we somehow don’t get it. We don't have the faintest notion
of what it Is to live in a democracy, so we don't understand that the demo-
cratic movement in Mexico is at this point as much in our benefit as it is the
Mexicans. Mexico is a battle for the continent by the same forces which
are devastating our own society and which fully intends to bring the batile
home. Proposition 187 is child's play compared to the anti-democratic
measures which will be developed by these forces in the future.

Until the American electorate is engaged in a political and social
process, one which assumes responsibility for society and the well-being of
the globe's resources, it will continue to seek the easy answers of igno-
rance, of hate, of xenophobia, of arrogance, of individualism, it Is intended
that way, it will preserve the rule of the corporations in that way.

That is why your work is important. That is why you must re-dou-
ble your efforts to reach out beyond your own constituencies. To educate,
to explain. To engage those who belong to the opposition is more impor-
tant at this point in history than legislative advocacy, than demonstrations,
and marches. It is this difficult and painstaking educational process which
we continue to sacrifice In the name of “impact” and "productivity” and so
the results are that our movements do not have the mass base to support
our demands. We remain marginalized, weak and disorganized.

We fear a war in Mexico. A war conducted by military men trained
by the United States, by guns and bombs made and sold by the United
States, for reasons which benefit the needs of the multi-nationails.

g

¥ skin color or the curse
' ‘ of a foreign language.
There are those
'#} who have white skin
w7y and a dark sorrow. Our
struggle walks with
| these skins. There are
| those who have dark
skins and a white arro-
gance; against them is
our fire, Qur armed
path of hope is not against the mixed-blood; it is against the race of money.
It is not against a skincolor but against the color of money. It is not against
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close down their borders.

The war which the forces of néo—]iberal[sm has unleashed on the

world has gotten a response; one which it did not expect and intends to

contain. This war has as its booty; thousands of acres of land, miles of rain
forest, tons of precious minerals, water, flora and fauna. It is a war for a new
jugular vein for the vampire of capitalism; the new blood which will give
life to its rotting carcass. A war to eliminate those peoples who stand in
its way, who do not fit, who do not have a place in the scheme of things
because of their cultural tradlitions, their commitment to the land, and their
moral values. A war to define democracy on Its own terms, to delude the
peoples of the world into believing that it is.they who choose the decision-
makers, when in reality, the decision-makers are not even in the room,

| do not believe the democratic rﬁcvement In Mexico will remain
localized, | believe the seeds have been planted for a national movement
and that the people of Mexico have reached the limits of their patience.

And so | ask you the most unbearable of questions, can we do any-
thing against the power of the multi-nationals? Is it possible that as a
species we have given up the only quality which distinguished us, the abil-
ity to control the forces which we ourselves have created?

Whether or not the Zapatistas and the Mexican democratic move-
ment struggles and dies alone, depends on our answer to this question.
The Zapatistas can mark the beginning of a new era of struggle, one which
reaches across issues, across cultures, across methods of struggle and
across borders; one which looks for completely new formulas and new
methods for our proposed struggles, one which questions the meaning of
democracy and seeks to re-construct its basis, because only in that way can
we respond to the power of the multinationals.

And for us, for those of us who are the inhabitants of developed
countries there is a greater issue at stake.

Subcomandante Marcos recently commented that Mexicans who
immigrate to the United States should stop exporting thelr hopes, that they
abandon their homeland in the hopes that a different social-political system
can give them all they hope for.

In developed countries, we don't export hope, we are constantly
shrinking it, squashing it, whittling it down to size, Clinton Is better than
nothing we say, miserable social services are better than nothing, hanging
on to environmental protection laws which has been diluted to the point of
extinction is better than nothing we say.- In this way the {1 points of strug-
gle of the Zapatistas become utopia, we cannot tolerate unleashing our
imaginations to conceive of such a thing.

The path to those 11 points is in fact quite simple, we must go
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Zapatista struggle, to point out those things which make it very different
from anything which has been seen before.

FIRST: The Zapatisia Army emerged by adhering closely to the Mexican
Constitution and the Geneva Accords which govern war and clearly set
itself on a trajectory to win political objectives much larger than its military
capacity. On January 1, 1994, hundreds of Zapatista troops were trans-
ported to the cities of San Cristobal de Las Casas, Las Margaritas, Ocosingo,
Altamirano, Cornitan, and held the cities in their possession while the
Mexican Army siept off its New Year hangover. The Zapatistas posted a
declaration of war. They stated they were adhering to Article 39 of the
Mexican Constitution which states that the Mexican people, are the source
of legitimacy for the Mexican government, and that they have the right to
overthrow the same if it is not representing its interesis. They demanded
the right to be recognized as a “belligerent force” under the Geneva con-
vention, and called upon the Mexican Army to respect the well-being of
the civilian population. They have never characterized themselves as an
irregular, guerrilla force; but as an Army, cne which trained in the Lacandon
jungle for ten years, whose members undertook armed struggle, after
many years of peaceful but unsuccessful political activism.

SECOND; The EZLN has made it a political priority to maintain a public dia-
logue with the civilian population of Mexico, and the Intemational com-
munity challenging Its concepts of democracy, citizen participation and
social change. It has used its moral authority to organize a new political
space for independent activists. Through communiques, through dozens
of delegations to their territory, and through the progressive media, they
have maintained a high public profile, explaining the reasons for their
actions, their demands, their positions on different issues, reaching out to
broad sectors of the Mexican public. They have been visited within the con-
flict zone by hundreds of activists from around the world, and are interest-
ed In developing a global resistance movement to neo-liberalism.

THIRD; The EZLN has called for and nurtured the peaceful activism of the
civilian population by consistently allowing it to take a leadership position,
indeed to suggest that peaceful civil protest defeat the need for armed
struggle. How has this happened? In January, it was the civilian population
who called for a ceasefire by massive mobilizations all over the country. The
EZLN accepted the cease-fire and has abided by it since January 12th. In
March, the EZLN met with the PRI government in San Cristobal. It was
civilians who formed an unarmed security belt in response to the EZLN's
call, by standing arm to arm in shifts for the days in which the EZLN nego-
tiated with the government. Lastly in August, the EZLN launched its mas-
sive project of organizing what is now called the National Democratic
Convention. It has not called upon the civilian population to undertake the
armed struggle, has not called the armed struggle a superior form of strug-
gle; and has not interfered with other forms of struggle (it cooperated with
the elections of August). It acknowledges that there are many forms of
struggle and all are valid. In this spirlt, the CND was convened In the
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Lacandon jungle by over 6,000 delegates representing communities from
every corner of Mexico.. The CND Is working on the following Issues;

1. The Transition to Democracy as-a response to the inviabllity of the State-
Party system. ; .

2. Peaceful Methods of transition to democracy; the elections, civil resls-
tance, arnid the defense of the popular will. :

3. A Natlonal Project around the 1 points of struggle of the EZLN

4. A plan for a Transitional Government

5. A plan for a New Constitution and Constitutional Congress

FOURTH; As part of its demands the EZLN has asked for complete auton-
omy for the Indigenous communities which constitute its base. It demands
special provisions for indigenous peoples which will establish indigenous
regions with thelr own governments, economies and Justice systems.

Demoractic Natdonal Conveiin. Alentes

HFTH; The EZLN, In a determined effort to maintain the unity of democra-
tizing orces in Mexico, has disassociated itself from the ultra-left; criticiz-
ing antiquated Marxist dogma, and sectarian tactics whick divide, and frac-
ture a national movernent for democratic change.,

[ just returned from the second session of the CND where more
than 2500 delegates met to move the Convention's agenda forward.
Contrary to what the mainstream press has sald, the CND is not a gather-
ing of “leftists”, there are certainly delegates from left organizations, and
registered political parties, but more importantly there are hundreds of
people from the grassroots; campesinos, students, indigenous leaders,

6

workers, teachers, colonos/er neighborhood activists, human rights
activists, ecologlsts; women, gays and lesbians. In the hands of this grass-
roots activism, Mexico has moved Into an era of soclal fervor; massive
mobilizations which have had a severe Impact on local economies, and
which are for the most part Ignored by the media.

Encircled by what are now 55,000 troops, the EZLN has neverthe-
less constructed a relationship with an organized national body of civil
resistance committed to a democratic change for Mexico. in the period of
10 short months, a democratic movement in Mexico has taken steps never
seen before.

So what happens now? What does the future hoid? As some of
you know, the ruling party of the PRI won the election of August 21, with
“supposedly” the cleanest elections in history. Although, hundreds of eye-
witness accounts and testimonials of irregularities have now come In, few
international bodies have taken note of these and the PRI now insists it has
a popular mandate to continue its rule.

- Zedillo will be Inaugurated as president on December 1. Eduardo
Robledo Rincon will take office as governorof Chiapas on December 8. In
its well-known habit of speaking out of two sides of its mouth, the PRI pro-
claims a commitment to a negotiated peace, while carrying out provoca-
tive miliitary actions,

Meanwhile, the leaders of the clvil resistance movement begin to
suffer the harassment and persecution of the armed forces. Some of you
may know, that the PRD, which is the party of opposition has already had
280 of its militants killed since 1988, the most recent in September and
October of this year (Amado Avendano, the PRD candidate for governor in
Chiapas suffered an assassination attempt in july which he survived).
Peaceful marches have been met with armed force, a march in September
in Guerrerro had 300 of its participants injured by Mexican judicial police,
as well as one in Mexico City, where the cavalry was used against protest-
ers In the Zocalo. In addition, several indigenous and peasant leaders have
been murdered. ‘

it is said that the state of Chiapas is entering a state of siege.
Amado Avendano has announced his intent to take the governor's palace
on December 8th and install a transitional government. High on his agen-
da is his intent to develop a plan for the autonomous government of
indigenous communities in that state. Such is the strength of the peasant
and Indigenous movementis of that state that experts have said the entire
state must be militarized In order for the PRI to maintain control.

The prospect of a war in Mexico s the ultimate irony. The same
corporate forces which implement neo-liberalism have now impoverished
the world's peoples to the polnt of unleashing unprecedented waves of
immigration, and the governments of developed countres scramble to
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